
Birmingham eLearning Foundation
Home/ School Access for all!

BeLF works with schools and families to achieve 
educational gains and enhanced life changes 
through 1:1 device projects, whilst ensuring that 
no child is left out or behind.
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A brief history 
of BeLF

• A charitable organisation

• Started by Tim Brighouse in 2001

• Close links to Birmingham ICT services since its 
inception

• Expanded to work nationally 

• Over 100 schools assisted with the help of over 
50,000 parents



BeLF - Ensuring 
no child in a 
school is left 

behind in the 
drive to support 

learning through 
the use of 

technology

• The digital divide still exists

• Our fundamental principle when working with a 
school is inclusion – we insist that every child in 
a cohort is included



How the 
scheme works

• The school purchases one device per child from 
an agreed supplier, VAT free.

• BeLF helps the school set up parental donations 
to cover most of the cost of the devices

• The school buys and issues one device per child, 
with support from BeLF

• BeLF collects and manages the financial 
donations and uses the money to make a grant-
back to the school



What does 
BeLF do?

• Provides advice and support related to the 
scheme

• Initial discussions with school senior leaders 
and suppliers

• Support and input to parents’ meetings

• Help setting the suggested donation from 
parents

• Management of the collection of parental 
donations, including gift aid and grants

• Responds to individual cases of parental 
hardship or queries

• Management of the grants back to schools



What BeLF 
doesn’t do

• Support schools where some children do not 
receive devices

• Buy the equipment or get involved with the 
contract between the school and the supplier

• Provide guarantees about the income that will 
be received

• Tell you how to make the best use of the 
devices in classrooms (though we know a 
man/woman who can)



Your Learning 
Plan

• How will you use the devices to further the aims of 
your improvement plan?

• How will you use the devices in the hands of pupils 
and students to help them

• make better progress in literacy and numeracy?

• Research and deepen their learning;

• Practice skills such as times tables or spelling;

• Record their learning in writing, and also using 
photos and sound recording;

• Improve their experiences in computing lessons;

• Continue to learn beyond school



Why should 
you look at 

what BeLF has 
to offer?

• Since pupils bring devices from home, there is 
less pressure on the school budget as less IT 
equipment is needed.

• A device per child means there is a computer in 
every home that can be used to create a 
learning community around the school involving 
pupils, parents and grandparents in projects for 
all. Parents can get more involved with their 
child’s learning

• Pupils and students get access to more up-to-
date devices than schools can usually afford.


